I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE

Text: John 11:25-27
Reading: John 11:1-27, 1 Cor 15:12-28
Theme: As the resurrection and the life Jesus is able to give eternal life to those who believe in Him.
Purpose: To give God's people comfort and hope based on faith in Christ as the source of life.

*****************

In 2007 James Cameron produced a movie "documentary" about the tomb of Jesus. In it he claimed that archaeologists have discovered the remains of Jesus. This assertion goes back to limestone boxes discovered in Jerusalem in 1982 with the names of two Mary's, Joseph, Jesus, and "Judah, son of Jesus". Cameron says that these contain the DNA of Jesus, his parents, Mary and Joseph, his "wife" Mary, and the child they must have had together. 

This claim, however, has all the marks of being just another speculative theory, like the claims made in the book and movie, the Da Vinci Code. According to an Israelite archaeologist, Joseph Zias, within a three kilometre radius of this particular tomb in Jerusalem there are 70 graves with the name Jesus, and two with the name Jesus son of Joseph. These were common names at the time. Also, half the women of that time were named Mary or Miriam. What's more, the family of Jesus were far more likely to be buried in their home town of Nazareth in the north of Israel than in Jerusalem down in the south. (Peter Jones, Newsletter, March 2007).

If these limestone boxes did contain the remains of the Lord Jesus then it would undercut one of his central claims and would reduce his credibility to zero. We can say this because Jesus predicted that he would rise from the dead. He prophesied that he would be raised and ascend into heaven. And he claimed that he was the resurrection and the life. With these claims in mind Paul wrote to the Corinthians "If Christ has not been raised your faith is futile, you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ we are to be pitied more than all men." (1 Cor 15:17-18). Whether or not Jesus has been raised makes all the difference!

The message of the Bible is that Jesus has indeed been raised from the dead! He is risen! His claims are true. He is "the resurrection and the life." The Christian church celebrates this as we meet together on this first day of the week.

Today we want to explore this statement of Jesus recorded by John. The apostle John has arranged his gospel so that these words of Jesus are tied in with this miracle of the raising of Lazarus. This is the climactic sign of this gospel. Here Jesus demonstrates his power over that last enemy, death.

This miracle is also a turning point in the gospel, because it prompts the religious leaders to make their decision to do away with Jesus by putting him to death.

In the first part of John 11 we read that Jesus had heard that Lazarus was sick. But he deliberately stayed where he was for two more days. After that delay he and his disciples made the journey to Bethany. By the time they arrived Lazarus had been dead and buried for four days. 

Martha came out to meet Jesus and in his conversation with her Jesus made a general statement about her brother, telling her that he would rise again (vs 23). She confirmed her agreement with that saying; "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." (vs 24). 

But then Jesus came back with a statement that was more specific and personal and that focused on who he was: "I am the resurrection and the life." 
The Christian faith is not so much a belief in doctrines and truth as belief in the person of the Lord Jesus. The truth of the Bible is not just objective data to grasp with your mind but it must also be impressed on your heart as a personal experience. There must be a living relationship with Jesus, who is "the resurrection and the life."

These are among the most majestic words in the Bible. They are words of great simplicity and yet also of profound depth. If we understand them well we will gain much comfort and hope from them. In them Jesus says something about himself and something about us.   

First of all, then, he describes himself as THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.

When he referred to himself as the resurrection he was looking ahead to how he would die and rise again.  
The New Testament describes his resurrection as something that involved all three persons of the trinity.  He was raised by the power of God the Father, and by the power of the Spirit, but he also had the power to raise himself from the dead. 
In John 10:18 Jesus explained that he would lay down his life and then take it up again: "I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again." Jesus could, and would, raise himself from the dead. He was himself the Resurrection. 

But he was also the Life. Life is one of the main concepts in this gospel. The word occurs 36 times. It is introduced right at the beginning when John wrote; "In him was life." (1:3)
He is life and has life in himself because he is God. He has always been alive and always will be. All the life we experience and see around us comes from him and through him.  All things were made by Him and without him nothing was made that has been made. He is the Source of all life; he is the Fountain, the Spring, the Cause of all that is and all that exists.

He knew that soon he would die; yet because he was and is the Life he also knew that he would rise again! He is the conqueror of death and the Prince of Life. This is well expressed in the words of one of our hymns:
	"Sin's bonds severed we're delivered,
	Christ has bruised the serpent's head;
	Death no longer is the stronger;
	Hell itself is captive led.
	Christ has risen from death prison,
	O'er the tomb he light has shed." (P.H. 361).

The words of that hymn show that there was a connection between what happened to Jesus and WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO US. This is the second point we want to consider. Jesus made two statements about what will happen to those who believe.  

First he said: 'He who believes in me will live, even though he dies.' (vs 25b).

Everyone of us here today will die, unless our Lord returns before then. But death is not the end. When we die with faith in Christ our bodies will go into the ground but our souls will go immediately to be with God in heaven. Then when Jesus returns there will be a general resurrection of the dead and our bodies will be raised so that we can live forever with God in heaven. These bodies of ours that die will one day come to life, only they will be new, gloriously transformed to be like the body of the Lord Jesus.

Jesus spoke of this when he said; "I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live." (John 5:25)

Death will always be the last enemy. It usually involves pain and suffering. It always carries some sorrow and sadness, sometimes for those who are dying, sometimes for those who are left behind.
But what comforts and encourages the Christian is that death is not the final reality. It is not a door that slams shut in our faces but it is an entrance way into an eternal life with our Lord. "He who believes in me will live, even though he dies." This is the great hope we have for the future. It is a hope based on the knowledge that Jesus has been raised. He is the guarantee that we will be raised. He is the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

Then Jesus made a second statement that applies to us: 'And whoever lives and believes in me will never die.' (v 26). 

When Jesus described those who "live" he doesn't mean people who are physically alive but rather people who are spiritually alive.  That is, those who are part of the kingdom of God, who live in the light, who have tasted the bread of life, who are believers in him. Paul wrote about this in Romans 8:10, "But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, but your spirit is alive because of righteousness."

Those who believe in Jesus will never die. The Greek is emphatic - "shall never, never die." Here again Jesus is referring to our spirits or our souls. These mortal bodies will die. Physically we will fade away. But in our life with Christ we will never die! (8:51). 

When we come to know Jesus as the life then we enter into a new existence. We begin an eternal relationship with Him. This eternal life begins the moment you believe and it goes on forever. Although your body will die you will still live on with him for all eternity. There will be no interruptions, no breaks and no end! "Whoever lives and believes in me will never die."
This is a great comfort to us when we think about those we love who have died with a living faith in Christ - a parent, a child, a husband or wife - they have gone to be with the Lord in heaven. 

And this gives us hope as we face our own end. Death is the last enemy, but we can look across that river of death to the glorious hope of heaven, and beyond that to the certainty of the resurrection of the dead.

Jesus then asked Martha: "Do you believe this?" (vs 26b).
 
Jesus not only asked whether she believed in the general truth of the resurrection and eternal life. 
He also asked if she believed in this truth about him. Did she believe that he was the Resurrection and the Life?
Did she have a personal faith in Jesus as the Lord and Giver of life, as the One who was the hope of the resurrection?
And did she believe this in her situation, in her sorrow and grief? Did she believe now, even in this sadness of losing her brother? 

The question Jesus addressed to Martha is also addressed to you: Do you believe this? 
I am not asking whether you believe in an after-life, or whether you have a general belief in eternal life. 
The question is more personal: Do you believe in Jesus? Do you believe that he is the Resurrection and the Life? Is your faith in Jesus a living reality? 

You answer is of great practical importance. The only way to have comfort in the present, and hope for the future, is to have a living faith in Jesus. 
If you have a vague or indefinite view of the Lord Jesus then you rob yourself of the comfort you could have. 
But if you have a clear view of who Jesus is, and what he said here, then you will have a strong Christian hope that will remain with you until that hope is realised in heaven.   

Do you have a clear view of Jesus as the resurrection and the life? 
Do you accept that his resurrection is the guarantee of your resurrection? 
Do you believe that you have life in him? 
Do you know him and the power of his resurrection? (Phils 3:10).

If you can respond positively to these questions then you can make Martha's confession your confession: "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."

We often remember Martha for her complaint against her sister. Mary sat at the feet of Jesus while Martha scurried around in the kitchen doing all the work. Martha came in to the Lord Jesus, all red in the face and hot and bothered and complained; "Don't you care that my sister is letting me do all the work! Tell her to get into the kitchen with me!" 

But here we see another side of Martha - we see a woman of great trust. We hear her make a beautiful statement of faith under the most trying and difficult of circumstances.
This statement takes its place alongside other great confessions of faith recorded in the gospel of John: 
John the Baptist who saw Jesus and said, 'Behold the Lamb of God" (1:29); 
Andrew who announced to Simon his brother, "We have found the Messiah" (1:41);
Nathanael who said to Jesus, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the king of Israel" (1:49); 
and Thomas who worshipped the Lord Jesus saying, "My Lord and my God!" (20:28). 

Martha did not know all there was to know about Jesus, but she knew enough to believe in him. She knew that if he was the Resurrection and the Life then he had to be the Messiah, the Christ, the One who had been promised; and he had to be the Son of God, the one who was divine, God himself!

She accepted his 'I am' claim about himself, his claim to be the Lord, to be God the Son. She made this her statement of faith: "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."

This is what we remember every Lord's day on this first day of the week. This is what brings us together. This is why we are gathered for worship - to worship Jesus as the Risen Lord. To praise God for his power. To celebrate this work of God's Spirit.  

The remains of Jesus are not in a limestone box somewhere in Palestine. The bones of Jesus are not lying in a tomb outside Jerusalem. 
No! He is risen! He is alive! He is the resurrection and the life! 
"He arose a victor o'er the dark domain 
and he lives forever with his saints to reign!"

Without this your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. "If only for this life we have hope in Christ we are to be pitied more than all men...But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep." (1 Cor 15:18,20). This is the cornerstone of the Christian faith.

Do you believe this? 
Is this your statement of faith? 
Do you believe that Jesus rose from the dead? 
And do you believe this, not just as an abstract fact or point of doctrine, but do you believe it for yourself? Do you know Jesus as Lord? Do you live for him? Are you following him as a disciple? Is this a living reality day by day in your life?

Do you know Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, who is "the resurrection and the life"?

Amen.

